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The Heron Times 
January 2022  

 

Hello and welcome to the RSPB Birdwatch Heron Times, produced every month for the pupils of 

North Curry Primary School by Ms Harris, Mrs Green and the Media Club. This edition we are 

looking at the RSBP Birdwatch survey, we also have jokes, a recipe and more! 

 
Through….. 

Loving learning, loving each other and loving life 

itself 

AGAPE: The Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 25-37) 

If you would like to comment or send 

something to feature in the newsletter 

please email the Media Team and Ms Harris 

office@nc.huish.education. 

 

 

28th-30th  

January 

2022 
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Dress to Express Day is Friday 11th February 

 

 

 

 

Coming Soon: Children's Mental Health Week 

Just to make you aware that this half term it will be Children's Mental Health Week. It is 

taking place on 7-13th February 2022 (Week 6). This year's theme is Growing Together. 

 

We will be encouraging children (and adults) to consider how they have grown, and how they 

can help others to grow. Growing Together is about growing emotionally and finding ways to 

help each other grow. Challenges and setbacks can help us to grow and adapt and trying new 

things can help us to move beyond our comfort zone into a new realm of possibility and 

potential. However, emotional growth is often a gradual process that happens over time, and 

sometimes we might feel a bit ‘stuck’.  

We can use this week to build on all the lovely Growth Mindset work already used across the 

school.  

 



 

 

 

RSPB BIRDWATCH KEY INFORMATION 

Dates: 28-30 January  

Time: Any  

Duration: 1 hour  

Location: Your garden or balcony 

1. Pick a time 

You can choose any hour between 28 and 30 January. So whether you’re an early 

bird or a night owl, you can still take part. 

2. Tell us what you see  

Count the birds you see in your garden or from your balcony*. Ignore any birds 

that are still in flight. To avoid double-counting, just record the highest number 

of each bird species you see at any one time – not a running total. 

This year our advice is to take part in the safety of your own home. This could 

include a birdwatch from your window if you overlook a green space or courtyard. 

Big Garden Birdwatch | The RSPB 

 

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/


 

Antarctic Quest 21 Expedition 

Shark Class have been engaging with an expedition team in Antarctica. 

 

On the 100th Anniversary of his death, to Commemorate the Life and Achievements of 

Sir Ernest Shackleton based on his Final Antarctic ‘Quest’ Expedition, the Antarctic 

Quest 21 Expedition are undertaking exploration in untrodden regions of the Antarctic 

and conducting modern science, as Shackleton had intended in his final trip. 

Through our links with LiketoBe and linked to our Spring term topic of Shackleton’s 

Journey, Shark class have been following their progress online via a timeline of texts and 

photos, sound bites and videos. Also, we have been asking questions and the expedition 

members have been replying to our questions! 

On January 5th 2022, our school flag was raised by the explorers at the 100th 

anniversary commemoration service and we were sent a wonderful photo. Can you spot our 

heron logo? 

 

The expedition team, and Shark Class, are investigating and learning about: microplastic 

and metal contamination in untrodden land; climate change and its effect on Antarctica; 

weather, animal and plant life observations (including tardigrades – water bears). 



  

 

 

 

We have also be learning lots about modern expedition life in Antarctica: what the team 

are eating and drinking: how they shower and go to the toilet; what they wear to keep 

warm; how they cope with the storms, avalanches and whiteouts and how they traverse 

the treacherous ice and mountains. 

We are really enjoying this and learning so much! If you have any questions then just ask 

a Y6 on the playground and we will tell you more! 

Shark Class. 

         

 



  

Staff Interview with Mrs Green 

 
Have you always wanted to be a teacher? When I was at primary school I 

wanted to be a nurse but by the end of secondary school I had changed my mind. 

When I was 18, I applied for banking jobs but didn’t get them (thank goodness 

as my life could have been very different!) and quite by accident, and a 

fabulously encouraging deputy head teacher at school, I went to university, a big 

surprise to everyone as no one in my family had ever done this before. I knew 

then that I wanted to be a teacher. 

 

Have you had another job? After leaving university and before starting 

teacher training, I worked for the Motor Tax Office, taxing vehicles! 

 

What is your favourite food? My ultimate comfort food is spaghetti and 

meatballs, especially my Mum’s! 

 

What is the silliest fancy dress you have ever worn? Too many to choose 

from! – 80s, 70s, vampires, Mr and Mrs Twit (not at the same time!) and a 

plethora of book characters for many World Book Days!   

 

If you could go anywhere on holiday tomorrow where would you go? I’d return 

to the South Island of New Zealand to go: up the mountains and glaciers – by 

helicopter; through Milford Sound on a Cessna plane and whale watching at 

Kaikoura (as the last time I went it was a bad summer so I couldn’t do all these 

things which I had planned). 

 

What is your favourite book? Adult - The Time Traveller’s Wife by  

Audrey Niffenegger (an emotional rollercoaster!): Children’s – The Twits by 

Roald Dahl (makes me go, “eughhhhh” a lot and laugh out loud!) 

     

What is your favourite movie? Sooooo hard to choose! Children’s – Chitty 

Chitty Bang Bang (I’ve watched it every year since I can remember and I still 

know all the songs!). Adult – The Man with Two Brains (hilarious, of its time!). 

 

Do you have any hobbies? Lots! Reading; listening to music, dancing and going to 

gigs and festivals; motor homing in the U.K, Spain and France; walking in the 

countryside and along the coastal paths and doing difficult jigsaws.  
 

 



 

 

 
Bird Cake by Chloe 

 

Ingredients 

Lard or suet (room temperature) 

Handful of bird seed 

Handful of peanuts (unsalted) 

Grated cheese or raisins 

Dry leftovers (oats, bread or cake) 

Old clean yoghurt pots and string  

  

Method 

Use one part fat to two parts dry mixture. 

Melt the fat slightly if it’s chilled and hard. 

Mix all ingredients together in a bowl. 

Make a small hole in the bottom of each of your yoghurt pots. 

Thread a length of string through the hole and tie a knot to secure it. 

Pack each pot tightly with the mixture. Put it in the fridge until it’s set hard. 

Once it’s fully set, carefully cut away the yoghurt pot and recycle it. It should crack off 

OK if the mixture is cold enough. 

 

Tie the string over a tree or shrub branch. Make sure you pick somewhere away from 

cats! If you find it’s a bit crumbly, next time add a little more fat and a little less dry 

mixture. 
 



 

Hettie Heron in Antartica By Tyler-Jae 



 

 
 

NEW* Parent/Carer Challenge!! 

 

As part of Children Mental Health Awareness 

Week 7th – 11th February we thought we could ask 

parents to join in with us look at their own areas 

of growth, which is this year’s theme. 

 

We are asking you to set yourself a growth 

mindset challenge to bake or decorate biscuits!! 

 

Try something new and enjoy the results! 

 

Please send Heron Times pictures and we will 

include them in the next Edition. 

 



 

Bird jokes  
  

 
 

What do you give sick birds? 

Tweetment 

 

What kind of bird works at a construction site? 

The Crane 

 

What did the sick chicken say? 

Oh no! I have people-pox 

 

What do you call a funny chicken? 

A comedi-hen 

 

Why do seagulls like to live by the sea? 

Because if they lived by the Bay they would be Bagels 

 

What language do geese speak? 

Porchageese 

 

What did the duck say when he dropped the dishes? 

I hope I didn’t quack any 

 

When should you buy a bird? 

When it’s going cheep 

 


