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Identification of SEND 

In July 2021, 11 children were identified as having a Special Educational Need or Disability (SEND) at 

North Curry CofE Primary School. The SEND Code of Practice (2014) states that: 

A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special 

educational provision to be made for him or her. A child of compulsory school age or a young person 

has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she: 

 has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, 

or 

 has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind 

generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 

institutions. 

In the SEND Code of Practice, all children receiving special needs provisions are to be referred to as 

receiving SEND support. Where children meet the criteria above, they will be placed on the school’s 

SEND register and will receive appropriate support to meet their individual needs. Children with 

severe or complex needs may require an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). 

 

Types of SEND need  

The SEND Code of Practice 0-25 identifies four broad areas of Special Educational Need. The table 

below shows the number of children supported at North Curry CofE Primary School in each category. 

Where a child has more than one need, they are recorded under their primary area of need. 

Category of Need Range of needs within the category Number of children  
Communication and Interaction Speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) 

Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
2 

Cognition and Learning General Learning Difficulties from moderate (MLD) 
to severe (SLD) or profound multiple learning 
difficulties (PMLD) 
Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD) including 
Dyslexia, Dyscalculia and Dyspraxia 

5 

Social, Emotion and Mental 
Health difficulties 

Anxiety or depression 
Withdrawn or isolated behaviours 
Challenging or disturbing behaviour 
Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) 
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) 
Attachment Disorder 

3 

Sensory and/or physical needs Visual Impairment (VI) 
Hearing Impairment (HI) 
Multi-Sensory Impairment 
Physical disability 
Sensory Processing Disorder 

1 



 

All children on our SEND register have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) which is where the teacher, 

in consultation with the parents (and child as appropriate), sets 2-3 smart targets for the child to 

work on over a term/half term. Interventions, additional adult support or different activities may be 

put in place to support the child in reaching these targets. These are updated termly by the class 

teacher in conjunction with the parents, and are discussed at parents’ evenings.  

For children on our SEND register, yearly annual reviews are held between the child (where 

appropriate), parents, teacher, ELSA (if required) and the school SENDCo. During these reviews, both 

parent and child share their views about what is working well, and what we need to work on or put 

in place to further support them. The teacher/ELSA shares information on the pupil’s strengths and 

weaknesses within the 4 key areas of SEND, as well as self-help and independence.  

Funding and Level of Support 

Level of support Funding Number of children (July 2021) 

Universal Within school budget All children 

SEND Support Within schools notional 
budget 

10 

High Needs Funding accessed 
through assessment for an 
EHCP 

Banding system which 
allocates additional top up 
funding  

1 

 

In the academic year 2020-2021, a successful referral for an Education Health Care (EHC) needs 

assessment, lead to an EHC Plan being put in place for one of our KS2 pupils. Two further referrals 

for EHC needs assessments for KS2 pupils have been agreed and assessments are taking place before 

the end of the academic year.   

Supporting pupils 

At North Curry CofE Primary School, all children receive High Quality Teaching (HQT) to meet their 

needs. Where HQT, including differentiation, is not sufficient in meeting a child’s needs, additional 

support is put in place using some of the methods listed below: 

 

1:1 or small group in class 
support 

Use of concrete apparatus 1:1 or small group evidence 
based interventions 

1:1 or small group out of class 
support 

Use of vocabulary 
mats/dictionaries 

Individualised Literacy 
Intervention (ILI) 

Small group RWI sessions Additional resources e.g. 
wobble cushion, pencil grip, 
sensory toy 

Number Detectives (small 
group maths intervention) 

Precision teaching Mrs Wordsmith (small group 
vocabulary intervention) 

Spelling Detectives (small 
group spelling intervention) 

Social skills/Socially Speaking Emotional Literacy Support 
Advisor (ELSA) support 

Play therapy (outside agency) 

Regular 1:1 reading ELSA – daily check-ins 1:1 support through care plans 
(Occupational Therapy or 
Speech and Language) 

 



In addition to the support listed above, teachers carefully consider the individual needs of the 

children in their class. This might take the form of where a child sits in the classroom, an adaptation 

to the start of their day, a ‘now and next’ board, or targeted adult support for example.  

Teachers get to know their pupils really well, and raise concerns with the SENDCo when they notice 

that a child is perhaps struggling with a particular area of their learning or their rate of progress is 

slowing. We also encourage open dialogue with parents so that they share any concerns they have 

about their children’s learning with the school.  

The SENDCo may suggest one or more of the support methods listed above, offer some further 

assessment to identify specific strengths and weaknesses in a pupil’s learning profile, or provide 

checklists which can be used for teachers and parents to identify a child’s specific learning or 

behaviour traits.  

How we include outside professionals 

If, after all the additional input we have given a child, they are still not making expected progress or 

are ‘stuck’, we use the Early Help Assessment (EHA) process to request support from outside 

professionals. There is a wide range of services who can be reached in this way, but the teams we 

use most often are the Learning Support Team, Educational Psychology Service, and Speech and 

Language Support Services. We have also worked closely with the Taunton Deane Partnership 

College, who provide additional support for children with SEMH (social, emotional and mental 

health) difficulties.  

The SENDCo attends half- termly Pyramid meetings (virtually), which are led by the school’s 

Educational Psychologist, and involve professionals from the autism team and learning support 

team, as well as SENDCos from other schools in the local area. The SENDCo also convenes TAF (team 

around the family) meetings which involve any outside agencies involved with a child/family, in 

partnership with the school and parents, setting and reviewing targets. Area SENDCo meetings have 

been held virtually this year, and are an opportunity for outside agencies to disseminate information 

and/or training. 

Assessing and reviewing pupils  

Each term, the head teacher, class teacher and SENDCo meet for individual class pupil progress 

meetings (PPMs) in which each child’s progress is discussed in reading, writing and maths. Children 

with SEND and other vulnerable groups are a big focus in these meetings and specific attention is 

given to those children who are working below age related expectations, those who are making slow 

progress or those not maintaining their previous rate of progress. This gives way to discussions 

about best ways to support individual children, including available interventions and further 

assessments which could be used.  

A range of whole school/year group assessments are used to monitor children’s progress in specific 

areas. Towards the end of the reception year, all children are assessed on their abstract language 

skills to identify any children for whom their understanding of language may be/become a barrier to 

their learning. At the start of the academic year, all children are assessed in spelling, reading and 

comprehension. Data from all these assessments helps the SENDCo to support teachers in their 

planning for support and/or intervention. Reading and spelling assessments are then repeated at the 

end of the spring term for those children who were below their chronological age on first testing, to 

monitor the impact of the support put in place. 

 



Staff Training 

During the academic year 2020-2021, the SENDCo (Mrs Filmer) has delivered training on Zones of 

Regulation to the whole school staff, and also ran a virtual training session for parents. She also 

delivered Precision teaching training to the teaching assistant team, as well as Plus 1, and Power of 2 

refresher training. 

The school ELSA has completed a 2 day training course to become an adult mental health first aider, 

while the SENDCo (Miss Littlechild) has completed a 2 day training course to become a youth mental 

health first aider.  

Transition to secondary school 

In the summer term, the SENDCo and the year 6 teacher begin the process of transition for the year 

6 pupils, sharing relevant/important information on the pupils and their learning needs with the 

receiving secondary schools. The Headteacher and school ELSA also make contact with the 

secondary schools to discuss any safeguarding or SEMH concerns we have about the pupils. Each of 

the local secondary schools have their own approaches to transition, but generally there are dates in 

July set for all pupils to attend their new school, and additional dates provided for those pupils we 

feel may need a little extra. Staff members from the receiving schools visit North Curry CofE Primary 

School to work with the pupils and talk to the teacher.  

Due to the pandemic this year, the planned transition days for the receiving secondary schools, 

including the additional days for our more vulnerable pupils, have had to be cancelled. A member of 

staff from Heathfield visited the class, and the year 6 teacher has had online meetings with Bishop 

Foxes and Huish Episcopi. Heathfield have sent out invitations to some summer school sessions to 

those children who we identified as requiring some additional support for transition  

Transition from Nursery/Pre-school settings 

In June, the SENDCo contacts all the pre-school settings for information about the incoming 

Reception children, and to arrange school entry planning meetings if they are required. School entry 

planning meetings enable the pre-school setting, parents and North Curry CofE Primary School staff 

to discuss the needs of the child and ensure support is in place for the autumn term to meet the 

specific needs of the child. This academic year, no school entry planning meetings have been 

required.  

The new reception intake for September 2021 have had 5 sessions in their new classroom, to get to 

know their new teachers. (the current Minnows children were taught elsewhere by another teacher 

to maintain the school bubbles for Covid security) The class teacher will make contact with the 

children’s current settings to gather more information about the children and home visits, by the 

class teacher and TA are planned for the first few days in the autumn term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Data – attainment of pupils with SEND 

Due to the global pandemic, no SATs took place in the academic year 2020-2021 for KS1 or KS2. 

Teacher assessment was used. 

 Below/Working towards 
standard 

At expected standard Greater depth 

 Girls Boys % Girls Boys % Girls Boys % 

KS1 

Maths 0% 100% 100%   0%   0% 

Reading 0% 100% 100%   0%   0% 

Writing 0% 100% 100%   0%   0% 

KS2 

Maths 33% 50% 83% 17% 0% 17%   0% 

Reading 17% 50% 67% 33% 0% 33%   0% 

Writing 33% 50% 83% 17% 0% 17%   0% 

 

Year 1 Phonics Screen 

Due to the global pandemic, the year one Phonics screen could not be completed in the summer 

term of the 2019-2020 academic year. This assessment was rescheduled for the autumn term of 

2020-2021, when the children were in year 2. 100% of the children with SEND in year 2 did not meet 

the standard to pass the screen. 

 

How we support emotional and social development and our measures to prevent bullying 

At North Curry we have a full time ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant) who works closely 

with those children (and parents) who need additional support with their emotional development. 

This support comes in different forms, depending on the needs of the child, including 1:1 sessions 

and daily check-ins. Our ELSA makes weekly phone calls to update the parents of the children she is 

working with. 

The team at North Curry CofE Primary School have worked hard to teach a range of playground 

games to support interactions at playtimes and lunchtimes. This was in response to an observation 

that lots of children had forgotten how to co-exist with their peers after such a long period of lock-

down, especially as remaining within ‘bubbles’ has meant that each class is confined to their set area 

on the school grounds.   

We follow a PSHE scheme called ‘Jigsaw’ that runs throughout the school from Nursery up to Year 6 

teaching the children about physical health and mental wellbeing, as well as relationships education. 

Topic headings within the scheme include: Being me in my World; Celebrating Difference; Dreams 

and Goals; Healthy Me; Relationships; and Changing Me.  

 

What is working well? 

The superb effort of all staff to both support home learning during the national lock down, and 

working with those children who attended school during that period 



The resourcefulness of our staff team to introduce structured games during play times to support 

the children to play together after almost 10 weeks away from their friends and peers during the 

spring 2021 lock down 

The flexibility of our school ELSA and other staff members to support the needs of our children with 

SEMH difficulties during the period of lockdown and beyond 

The resilience of our pupils to bounce back from yet another interruption to their learning 

All points on the SEND action plan completed or mostly completed. 

 

This year’s challenges 

The impact of the global pandemic: 

 closing the school to most pupils for a large part of the spring term 

 transition sessions for secondary schools being cancelled 

 support from outside agencies became backlogged and year 6 pupils and those in other 

transitional year groups were prioritised – meaning children in other year groups requiring 

assessments have had to be postponed until the autumn term 2021-2022 

 Interventions not completed during the autumn term had to be repeated again once schools 

were open to all pupils again.  

 Interventions completed in the autumn term, lost their impact due to such a long period of 

school closure 

 The outgoing year 6 pupils’ last full school year was year 4! 

 


