
 

North Curry C of E Primary School  

Covid-19 Risk Assessment (Updated February 2021) 

As per DfE publication ‘Schools coronavirus (COVID-19) operational guidance (Published 22nd Feb 2021)  
Issue Actions to mitigate risk 

Staff concerns over safety  Transparent early sharing of risk assessment and school-level plans to include cleaning protocols, hygiene 
practices and social distancing as per the Government guidance – Risk assessments to be shared with all staff 
at staff meeting w/c 1/3/21 plus letter to Parents with return to school details 

Parental concerns  Produce and distribute a letter to all parents outlining precisely what the school day will look like and what 
actions/restrictions are in place to protect the health of pupils and staff  - Return to School September letter 
to all parents and children 26/02/21.  Reassure parents of the measures the school has in place to reduce the 
risk in school – Return to school letter to all parents and children 26/02/21 

Shielded and clinically vulnerable children and 
young people 

 For the vast majority of children and young people, coronavirus is a mild illness. Children and young people (0 
to 18 years of age) who have been classed as clinically extremely vulnerable due to pre-existing medical 
conditions are advised to shield until 31 July. After this shielding is paused and advice should be sought from 
the child’s GP or consultant - Return to school letter to all parents and children 26/02/21 

 Clinically vulnerable children who are cared for by their GP are unlikely to need to continue to shield - Return 
to school letter to all parents and children 26/02/21 

Shielded and clinically vulnerable adults  Clinically extremely vulnerable individuals will receive a letter advising them that they can return to work as 
long as they maintain social distancing. The school will review how these members of staff are deployed to 
enable them to work remotely or in roles where it is possible to maintain social distancing – there are 
currently no staff at the school that this relates to 

Living with a shielded or clinically vulnerable 
person 

 People who live with those who are clinically extremely vulnerable or clinically vulnerable can attend the 
workplace or education setting. 

Health and Safety 
Cleaning & Personal Hygiene 

 Undertake a health and safety check of the school site/buildings concerned –HT to continue to undertake 
these checks on a weekly basis and then on a weekly/daily basis once we return to school in March 

 Adjust fire drill and practise when pupils return – Fire Policy was amended and shared with staff and 
governors on 3rd September INSET Day. Children to be informed of arrangements in Week 1: w/c/ 8th March 
and fire drill to take place in Week 2: w/c 15th March 

 Ensure that all staff follow the COVID-19: cleaning of non-healthcare settings guidance – continued contract 
with Green Machine and emergency yellow cleaning buckets in all class bubbles for staff to use during the 
school day as and when necessary 



 Ensure that sufficient handwashing facilities are available – all class bubbles have access to handwashing 
facilities and hand sanitiser 

 Provide hand sanitiser in all classrooms, communal areas – plentiful supplies of hand sanitiser around the 
school and in communal areas 

 Clean all surfaces that children are touching, such as books, desks, chairs, doors, sinks, toilets, light switches, 
bannisters, more regularly than normal - continued contract with Green Machine and emergency yellow 
cleaning buckets in all class bubbles for staff to use during the school day as and when necessary 

 Promote frequent handwashing with soap and water for at least 20 secs for adults and children after coming 
into school, after sneezing or coughing, before and after eating, after going to the toilet – ‘Catch it, Bin it, Kill 
it’ posters in every classroom and in all communal areas. Handwashing posters in every cloakroom near every 
sink. Staff to remind children to wash hands constantly 

 Ensure that all staff and pupils sanitise their hands on arrival at school, before and after eating, and after 
sneezing or coughing - Staff to remind children to wash hands constantly and particularly at these key times 
throughout the day 

 All staff and pupils are encouraged not to touch their mouth, eyes and nose – reminded on a regular basis 

 All staff and pupils to use a tissue or elbow to cough or sneeze and use bins for tissue waste (Promote ‘catch 
it, bin it, kill it’) -  ‘Catch it, Bin it, Kill it’ posters in every classroom and in all communal areas. 

 Ensure that help is available for children and young people who have trouble cleaning their hands 
independently. Staff to teach and supervise health and hygiene arrangements – staff reminded to do this 

 For Primary Schools: Encourage young children to learn and practice these habits through games, songs and 
repetition – use of DfE and Twinkl resources 

 Ensure that bins for tissues are emptied throughout the day - Green Machine contractor expectations 

 Prop doors open, where safe to do so (bearing in mind fire safety and safeguarding), to limit use of door 
handles and aid ventilation – remind class teachers to ensure that they prop open doors on entry to school 

 All spaces should be well-ventilated using natural ventilation (opening windows) – remind class teachers to 
ensure that they open classroom windows on entry to school 

 Work with the Site Team to ensure proportionate supplies of soap, sanitising gel and cleaning products if 
needed - Caretaker and Green Machine cleaners to monitor this daily.  

 Discuss with cleaning contractors, staff and the Site Team the additional cleaning requirements and agree 
additional hours to allow for this - additional cleaner to clean huts from March 2020 

 Implement a cleaning log to track the frequency of cleaning for bathrooms, classrooms and communal areas - 
Green Machine contractor expectations 

Travelling to and from school  Staff should avoid car sharing. Staff must wear face masks if using public transport - all staff encouraged to 
travel on their own to work 

 Encourage parents and pupils to walk or cycle to school - Return to school letter to all parents and children 
26/02/21 

 Ensure that dedicated school transport arrangements cater for any changes to amended start and finish 



times - Niki to contact school transport regarding arrangements for bus children 

 Seek assurances from dedicated school transport providers that they do not work if they or a member of 
their household is displaying any symptoms of coronavirus - Niki to contact school transport confirming this 

 Make sure dedicated school transport providers, as far as possible, follow hygiene rules and try to keep 
distance from their passengers - Niki to contact school transport confirming this 

 Take appropriate actions to reduce risk if social distancing is not possible, for example when transporting 
pupils with complex needs who need support to access the vehicle or fasten seatbelts - Niki to contact school 
transport confirming this 

Timetable/structural organisation 
 

 Consider which lessons or classroom activities could take place outdoors - staff to use designated, safe, 
outside spaces as and when appropriate 

 Use the timetable and selection of classroom or other learning environment to reduce movement around the 
school or building - staff to use the pre-agreed designated routes only to move around the school 

 Avoid all large-scale gatherings such as assemblies for more than one group/class - there will be no whole 
school assemblies in the school hall. Assemblies will take place virtually in classrooms via Zoom. 

 Stagger break times and lunchtimes where possible – Class teachers will decide when to have their break 
times in their safe outside space. Lunch will be eaten in the classrooms or safe outside space. Children will 
play in their safe outside space not mixing class bubbles 

 Stagger drop-off and collection times where possible – most classes have their own entrance/exit to the 
school so there is only the need for the bus children, Seahorse and Shark class to start at 8.30am and finish at 
3.00pm 

 Plan parents’ drop-off and pick-up protocols that minimise adult-to-adult contact – Return to school letter to 
all parents and children 26/02/21 

Social distancing/hygiene in the classroom  Each class will become a class ‘bubble’ with one teacher and, a Teaching Assistant at least in the mornings – 
Structure already in place for September so continued for March 

 Seating plans will be in place for each class with pupils sitting side-by-side and facing forward – Teachers are 
aware of this and will do so where possible, except in the Nursery and Minnow class where this is not 
possible or if furniture doesn’t allow 

 Wherever possible, there should be at least a 2-metre gap between the teacher and/or teaching assistant 
and the pupils - teachers and TAs are advised to try to maintain this distancing 

 Adults should minimise circulation of the classroom and avoid close contact with pupils - teachers and TAs 
are advised to try to maintain this distancing 

 Pupils should remain seated when in the classroom, with toilet visits kept to an absolute minimum - only one 
child at a time will be allowed in the cloakroom/toilets 

 Remove unnecessary items from classrooms and other learning environments where there is space to store it 
elsewhere. 

 Remove soft furnishings and those that are hard to clean (such as those with intricate parts) - class teachers 
will be responsible for doing this/head teacher to check/monitor 



 Where possible, all spaces should be well ventilated using natural ventilation (opening windows and doors) - 
class teachers will be responsible for doing this on entry to school/head teacher to check/monitor 

Sharing or resources  Limit the amount of shared resources that are taken home and limit exchange of take-home resources 
between pupils and staff including exercise books - teachers to ensure that they limit take home resources to 
a minimum and that children have their own set of resources which they do not share 

 Seek to prevent the sharing of stationery and other equipment where possible - children will have their own 
set of resources which they do not share 

 Schedule frequent cleaning of resources (eg books, toys) that are shared between groups – staff to ensure 
that this is done or that the resources are left unused for 48 hours (72 hours for plastics) 

 Plan for the daily removal and safe disposal of rubbish - Green Machine contractor expectations 

 Practical lessons can only go ahead if equipment is cleaned thoroughly after use and the classroom is 
occupied by the same pupils in one day, and thoroughly cleaned between cohorts - staff will be made aware 
of this and take responsibility for the cleaning of resources should they use them or leave the resources 
unused for 48 hours (72 hours for plastics) 

Break/lunch  These should be staggered where it is possible to do so with pupils and staff on a break only with their 
allocated group/team.  Pupils and staff should avoid mixing with people in other groups/teams - safe, 
designated spaces available for breaks to be taken as and when the class teacher deems it sensible to do so 

 Wherever possible – breaks and lunches should be held outside where transmission risk is lowest - staff will 
be encouraged to do this 

Pupil/staff mixing  Ensure that children are in the same small groups at all times each day, and different groups are not mixed 
during the day, or on subsequent days - same teacher/TA being used within classroom groups/bubbles all 
week 

 Ensure that the same teachers and other staff are assigned to each group and, as far as possible, these stay 
the same during the day and on subsequent days.  Although we recognise that there will need to be some 
subject specialist rotation of staff - same teacher/TA being used within classroom groups/bubbles all week 
apart from PE teacher or possible supply teachers 

 Ensure that wherever possible children use the same classroom or area of a setting throughout the day, with 
a thorough cleaning of the rooms at the end of the day - same teacher/TA being used within classroom 
groups/bubbles all week plus Green Machine contractor expectations 

 Consider one-way circulation throughout the school, or place a divider down the middle of the corridor to 
keep groups apart as they move through the setting where spaces are accessed by corridors - all classes will 
have their own way in/out of the classroom which means that no-one needs to use the corridors 

 Staggering breaks to ensure that any corridors or circulation routes used have a limited number of pupils 
using them at any time- all classes will have their own way in/out of the classroom which means that the use 
of corridors will be kept to a minimum 

 Staggering lunch breaks.  Where possible, pupils should be brought their lunch to the classroom (Consider 
providing ‘bagged’ lunches only rather than offering cooked meals. Pupils could make a selection in the 



morning).  All pupils and staff should clean their hands before eating. Where dining facilities must be used, 
pupils should enter in the groups they are already in, maintaining social distancing.  Pupils should be kept 
apart as much as possible and tables should be cleaned between each group – children will have packed 
lunches only (either provided by home or Sky College) and these will be eaten either in their class bubble 
classroom or in their safe outside space once the children have washed their hands 

 Ensure that toilets do not become crowded by limiting the number of children pupils who use the toilet 
facilities at any one time.  Where pupils are zoned into groups, it is advised that they are allocated a specific 
set of toilet facilities - only one child will be allowed in the cloakroom/toilets at any one time 

 Noting that some children and young people will need additional support to follow these measures (for 
example, routes round school marked in braille or with other meaningful symbols, and social stories to 
support them in understanding how to follow rules) - class teachers to be aware of this 

Staff meetings  use of communal facilities such as staffrooms and shared staff spaces should be minimised. These spaces 
would be high risk as people from multiple groups will mix in an enclosed space - only 3 members of staff 
maximum in the staff room at any one time with a need to maintain the 2m social distancing rule – windows 
to be open all day 

 Physical staff meetings (inc. subject/departmental and SLT meetings) should be kept to an absolute minimum 
and should only take place for a short period of time, in a well-ventilated room, where 2-metre social 
distancing can be maintained – SLT and Staff meetings to take place outside where possible, or via 
Zoom/Teams 

Visitors  Tell children, young people, parents, carers or any visitors, such as suppliers, not to enter the school if they 
are displaying any symptoms of coronavirus - signs have been placed at all main gates and in the front 
reception 

 Keep visitors to the school to a miminum – no volunteers or Music teachers at least up until Easter 

 Tell parents that if their child needs to be accompanied to school, only one parent should attend - only one 
parent (wearing a face covering) to drop the child/ren off at school at the designated place - Return to school 
letter to all parents and children 26/02/21 

 Tell parents and young people their allocated drop off and collection times and the process for doing so, 
including protocols for minimising adult to adult contact (for example, which entrance to use) - Return to 
school letter to all parents and children 26/02/21 

 Make clear to parents that they cannot gather at entrance gates or doors, or enter the site (unless they have 
a pre-arranged appointment, which should be conducted safely) - Return to school letter to all parents and 
children 26/02/21 

 All visitors must hand sanitise immediately upon entry to the school – signs communicating this in the front 
reception and office staff to remind all visitors 

 Communicate early with contractors and suppliers that will need to prepare to support your plans for 
opening for example, cleaning, catering, food supplies, hygiene suppliers – Office Manager/Head teacher to 
maintain regular communication with caterers and contractors etc 



School trips, work experience and sports fixtures  All school trips and sports fixtures will not take place until further notice – all staff made aware of this and 
communicated to parents/carers through the Return to school letter to all parents and children 26/02/21 

Parents’ Evenings/communication with parents  Parents’ evenings will not take place until further notice – The Spring term Parents’ evening will take place 
either virtually or face-to-face in the Summer term  

All contact with parents/carers will continue to be through the office school mailbox office@nc.huish.education 
or by phone - parents/carers will not be allowed on the school site communicated to parents/carers through the 
Return to school letter to all parents and children 26/02/21 

If someone becomes unwell at school  If anyone becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature in school, they must be sent 
home and advised to follow the COVID-19 Stay at home guidance, which states that they must isolate for 10 
days and arrange to have a test - communicated to parents/carers through the Return to school letter to all 
parents and children 26/02/21 

 If a pupil is awaiting collection, they should be moved, if possible, to a room where they can be isolated 
behind a closed door, depending on the age of the child and with appropriate adult supervision if required. 
Ideally, a window should be opened for ventilation. If it is not possible to isolate them, move them to an area 
which is at least 2-metres away from other people – this will be in the yellow room 

 If they need to go to the toilet while waiting to be collected, the toilet should be temporarily closed and then 
cleaned and disinfected using standard cleaning products before being used by anyone else – possibly the 
men’s staff toilet 

 PPE should be worn by staff caring for the child while they await collection if a distance of 2-metres cannot 
be maintained (such as for a very young child or a child with complex needs) – emergency PPE kit available in 
in the yellow room with spares in the school office 

 In an emergency, call 999 if they are seriously ill or injured or their life is at risk. Do not visit the GP, 
pharmacy, urgent care centre or a hospital 

 If a member of staff has helped someone who was unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high 
temperature, they do not need to go home unless they develop symptoms themselves (and in which case, a 
test is available) or the pupil subsequently tests positive.  They should wash their hands thoroughly for 20 
seconds after any contact with someone who is unwell. Cleaning the affected area with normal household 
disinfectant after someone with symptoms has left will reduce the risk of passing the infection on to other 
people – communicated to staff through this risk assessment w/c 1st March 
 

A confirmed case of coronavirus at school  If a pupil or staff member develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus, they should be sent home and 
advised to self-isolate for 10 days. Their fellow household members should self-isolate for 14 days. All staff 
and pupils who are attending school will have access to a test if they display symptoms of coronavirus, and 
are encouraged to get tested in this scenario - communicated to staff through this risk assessment 

 Where a pupil or staff member tests negative, they can return to their setting and the fellow household 
members can end their self-isolation - communicated to staff through this risk assessment – w/c 1st March 

 Where a pupil or staff member tests positive, the rest of their class or group within their childcare or 
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education setting should be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 14 days. The other household members 
of that wider class or group do not need to self-isolate unless the child, young person or staff member they 
live with in that group subsequently develops symptoms - communicated to staff through this risk 
assessment w/c 1st March 

 As part of the national test and trace programme, if other cases are detected within the cohort or in the 
wider setting, Public Health England’s local health protection teams will conduct a rapid investigation and will 
advise schools and other settings on the most appropriate action to take. In some cases a larger number of 
other children, young people may be asked to self-isolate at home as a precautionary measure – perhaps the 
whole class, site or year group. Where settings are observing guidance on infection prevention and control, 
which will reduce risk of transmission, closure of the whole setting will not generally be necessary - 
communicated to staff through this risk assessment w/c 1st March 

Behaviour Policy  Behaviour policy and pyramid to be re-written to reflect COVID-19 return to school expectations – written 
and approved by the LGB 16/6/20, shared with all staff 06/2020 and reviewed 07/2020. Behaviour pyramid 
to be shared with all children on return to school in March 2021 

 

Initial assessment 

completed by: 

Name: Signature: Date: 

Helen Morley  10/06/2020 

 

 

Assessment review: Date of first review: 

22/02/20 

 

Assessment review 

completed by: 

Name: Signature: Date: 

Helen Morley  

 

 

22/02/2021 

Reason for review: Annual Review:  Changes:  Accident/Incident:  

Comments: Risk assessment has been reviewed and amended due to updated Government guidance 22/02/2021. Shared with all staff w/c 1st March 2021 



Risk assessment to be placed on the school website before 08/03/2021 so that it can be shared with parents/carers and the wider community. 

 


